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AN INTEGRATIVE MODEL OF

DISCOURSE COHERENCE


ABSTRACT
 

Coherence is one of the most important and complex topics in discourse analysis. It has become one of the main problems in discourse analysis in the recent two decades. The research on it is in the ascendant now.


In this study, 47 English majors in Taiyuan University of Technology were asked to write a 300-to-450-words composition on the topic of “Power, wealth, beauty, truth and wisdom are the five choices among which I must choose two ”in the first senior year.Finally,20 essays were analyzed .In this paper, I focus on two ways of accessing of text coherence: explicit cohesion and cognitive coherence.

The results show that a good essay should be the one containing abundant cohesive devices which were used accurately.

The author points out that in order to promise the coherence in a text, the participants of the whole text must have the consciousness of dynamic analysis during understanding the text.
The coherence is based on continuum in the language units of the whole text, the same salience in the text, in this situation, the participants of the text mutual understand well of cognition. The author of the present study hopes that this integrative model will play a positive part on the language teaching.

KEY WORDS: discourse, coherence, cohesion, cognitive grammar

综合性的语篇连贯模式建构

摘  要



连贯是语篇分析中最复杂、最重要的内容之一，它已成为近二十年来语篇分析中的焦点问题之一，近年来人们对它的研究方兴未艾
。

英国著名语言学家韩礼德的衔接理论包括词汇衔接和结构衔接两部分。目前对于连贯的研究主要还是靠语篇外在的衔接手段，这种分析方法是在把语言看成语言产品或静态成品的基础上进行的显性的分析。语篇是在语言的运用过程中产生的，它脱离不了语言运用的实际过程中交际双方的互动。也就是说，语篇还是一个动态的过程。Langacker 的语篇分析观的以下两点：篇章语言单位的连续性，动态分析和篇章期待。认知语法对于语篇连贯具有向导型，但是认知理论太抽象不具有操作性，因此，本文作者提出综合的语篇连贯分析框架：衔接理论和认知结合起来分析语篇连贯。为了验证理论的可行性，作者选取20篇作文进行分析。

作者以太原理工大学英语专业本科三年级随机抽取的47名学生为对象,要求他们以“Power, wealth, beauty, truth and wisdom are the five choices among which I must choose two”为题写一篇作文。针对其中的20篇作文,笔…
最后，本文希望该研究中的发现能够对英语教学起到积极的作用。


关键词：语篇，连贯，衔接，认知语法
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5，正文要求

1） 行文要规范，文中引用必须与参考文献保持一致。

2） 段首缩进 4个英文字母，段与段之间不空行。 

3） 正文中的一级标题采用三号字，二级标题采用小三号字，三级标题采用四号字，四级标题采用小四号字，标题一律用粗体。 

4） 除以上说明的分级标题外，正文中的行文采用小四号字（行文当中出现的中文，采用五号字），1.5倍行距。但引用的段落采用五号字，且必须左右各缩进 10 个英文字母，单倍行距。

5） 在行文论述中，引用的文字如果不是英语，须先用英语表达（即译成英语），后以括号引出原文并标明出处（可用缩略形式标明出处，但其全称须在 Bibliography 中列出），例如：…“The faithfulness in translation should include expressiveness and elegance. To be expressive helps to be faithful, but to be elegant does not mean decorating expressiveness. Faithfulness is to render a piece of work in the way that the author intended it till the original style is staged.”（译事之信，当包达、雅；达正以尽信， 而雅非为饰达。依意旨以传，而能如风格以出，斯之谓信。）[钱钟书，1986:1101] 6）在行文论述中，间接转述他人观点，亦须在夹注中标明出处，并将资料全称列入 Bibliography。

6） 图的下方应标明图序和图题，例如“图1. 雅各布逊的语言功能关系图”。表格的上方应标明表序和表题，例如“表1. 中国传统译论发表时段分布表”。如果引用他人的表格，则应在表下方注明资料来源，用括弧括起来。
注：全文英文均采用“Times New Roman”体，中文均采用宋体。

    全文设为1.5倍行距（引文设为单倍行距）。

正文sample如下：
Chapter One  Introduction

1.1 Necessity of the Research

Speaking
 or writing requires people to express a clear concept or topic by certain organized structure. It is not only the requirement of successful communication, but an essential feature of coherent discourse…

1.2 Purpose of the Thesis

This section allows us to give a precise account of the purpose of the present study. This study is aiming at proposing an integrative model of discourse coherence, which will hopefully be achieved by doing the following:

(1)Review the major existing studies on coherence;

(2)Make a comprehensive study of coherence from the perspective of cognitive grammar and…


1.3 Methodology

Methodologically speaking, the present thesis adopts the way of qualitative analysis and description rather than that of quantitative analysis. It is theory driven and data-based at the same time…

1.4 An Overview of the Thesis

There are five chapters in this thesis,

Chapter one will make a brief introduction to the thesis, in which the author presents the aim…

Chapter Two  A Survey of Coherence

2.1 Various Theories of Coherence

Coherence is an important feature of a discourse. Oral English or written English must be coherent. Thus, the hearer can understand it. The meaning of it is the fact that in an efficient text, all…

2.1.1 Studies of Coherence Abroad

Since 1960s and 1970s, some scholars began to study on coherence. Such as Jacobson(1960 and so on(Miao Xingwei,1998). Among them, since the…

2.1.1.1 Halliday&Hasan’s Register plus Cohesion Theory

In their Cohesion in English (1976, 23) Halliday and Hasan said: The concept of cohesion can be usefully supplemented by that of register, the two together effectively define a text…

Chapter Five  Results and Discussion

This chapter describes two steps of the statistical of the data. The first one is to examine relationship between the linguistic unit, coherence and the quality of the writings. The second step shows the results of analysis of coherence use in the participants' writings we collected from the cognitive view…

5.1 Results of the Assessment of the Sampled Compositions

The result shows that most compositions of students belong to the middle level, and only a few gains high scores. Writing, as a very important skill, is still weak for students.

5.2 Qualitative Analysis of the Materials

5.2.1 Linguistic Unit and Coherence

    The score of 90-100

Everyone wants to be wealthy enough to buy everything they want to get. But as far as I’m concerned, once I have too much money, I would be in trouble of worrying about the safety and security. I didn’t like to continue my life with countless sleepless nights.

    This passage is taken from the second paragraph of sample 1.According to cohesion theory; reiteration is one part of Lexical cohesion. Reiteration is the repetition of a lexical item in the context…
As to truth, of course, every sensible man would like to find out the truth. However, truth always hides itself tightly. It requires greed energy and a very long time to reach the truth. Even so, the truth may not be what we want. As is known to all, a white lie is much better than telling the truth. In this situation, truth is even harmful. Sometimes, if there is space for imagination, life is more colorful and interesting.

    This passage is taken from the second paragraph of sample 2.In this passage…

5.3 Summary

From the above analysis, we got a desired result, that the correlation between cohesion and writing quality intensified with the increasing of writer’s awareness of cohesion and coherence. We also…

Chapter Six  Conclusion

6.1 Findings
In summary, coherence, in this thesis, is treated as both a linguistic phenomenon and a mental activity. Coherence is generally viewed in two aspects; text-based coherence and reader-based (Johns, 1986).The former is associated with the features associated with the internal structure of the text itself…

6.3 Suggestions for Further Study

The study of discourse coherence comparatively is a new subject. A review of previous researches on discourse coherence has shown that discourse coherence is such a complex concept that…
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7，附录格式

APPENDIX

Sample 1

Power, wealth, beauty, truth and wisdom are the five choices among which I must choose two. If I can really choose, I would be greedy enough to choose all of them. But, since there are only two choices, I’d like to eliminate one by one until two of them are left.（后略）
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